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The Republic of Karelia is situated in the Northwest part of 
the Russian Federation.  Karelia is a great place of interest 

for tourists – Russian and foreign. 



Problems: 

• Russian cities facing drug use, crime and violence in 
public community space. 

• Common spaces in buildings and streets are kept dark, 
adding to the dangerous atmosphere. 

• Lack of police attention 

Solutions: 

• Women begin to organize with their neighbors. 

• Communities begin to improve buildings and common 
spaces, by themselves.  

• Quality of life is improved and communities develop 
influence on policy making process. 

 



Better and improved living environment 
A common view of the old apartment building. 

The improved 
common space 

New children play-ground in the yard 



• Processes & Strategies Used: 

 - Cleaning Contest 

 - Seminars & Training 

 - Mobilising & Organising 

 - Introducing & Promoting new tradition of unity  

  -  Local to Local Dialogue successfully replicated 
from Huairou Commission collaboration 

   -  Participation in decision-making 

 - Involving Authorities (policemen) &                 
 Professionals 



• United and Stronger Community. 
• Inputs into local plans and designs for women and 

children friendly city. 
• Partnership and Collaborations are main strategies for 

the neighbourhood.  
• Reduced crime rate. 
• Police is main partner of grassroots women. 
• Partnership between women’s groups and policemen 
• Education & Training support for awareness raising. 
• Grassroots women are empowered to change their 

living environment. 
• Grassroots women become leaders and capacitated to 

organise in neighbouring communities. 
• Raising the role of community in reform. 
 
 
 

 Achievements 



Total crime level in 1995-2003. 
Each line represents a district with self-

governance. 

�����  �����	�
���


0

50

100

150

200

250

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003

���  "������	
� " ���  "��	��
��� " ���  "��������
�� "

���  "��

��
� -1" ���  "����� "



We pay strong attention to our safety! 
So we cooperate with policemen. 



Our activists, bringing women ideas to 
people and city authorities. 



Educational seminars in Training unit of Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA) for police officers of Inspection of Minors 

Dept. 11-14 Oct. 2006 

1.  Opening speeches: 

�   T. Garibashvily — Head of the Information 
and Public Relation Unit (MHA)� 

� V. Ilien — Deputy Ministor of Home Affairs 
(MHA)� 

� E. Bozkhova — Director ICIWF 

2.  Opening session: 

3.  Training « Collect the square» for obtaining 
team tools, participants: police officers and 
local women 
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Educational seminar in Training unit of MHA RK for 
police employees of the Motor Licensing and 

Inspection Department, 27-29 Nov., 2007 

1.  Looking through the papers about  
the safe city 

2.  Training «Collect the square» 
 for obtaining team tools, participants: 
militia and local woman 

3.  Work in group « How we can increase  
safety in the city» for police and local woman 
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Grassroots women replicate the city 
safety audit,  



Following up on Women’s 
Safety Audit 



Following 
up on 
Women’s 
Safety 
Audit 



 Skills & Knowledge Gained 
- Partnerships and Collaborations chosen as 

main skills. 
- Dialogues, Consultations and Trainings are 

accepted as social tools. 
- Safety, Sustainability and mainstreaming of 

Gender issues in municipal local policies. 
- New knowledge built through joint 

seminars and trainings involving 
representatives of the municipal 
administrations, council deputies and the 
police, as well as women NGOs, 
neighbourhood and community leaders. 

 



Grassroots woman are discussing with Head of 
Motor Licensing and Inspection Department , 

how they can increase safety in the city together 
( April 2008) � 



  

We are sharing women's experience for knowledge 
exchange via weekly electronic and monthly paper 
newsletters “ Vestnichka of ICIWF” . Up to now we are 
publishing 140 paper editions of «Vestnichka» and 540 
weekly electronic  editions (http://www.owl.ru/win/infolist . 




